
WHAT IS EMPLOY? 

Employ is a biochemical pesticide that triggers a 

systemic plant health response. The Harpin protein 

active ingredient binds to receptors on the plant. 

These receptors respond to Harpin and initiate an 

“inside-out plant response” that turns on a plant’s 

own intrinsic growth and stress-defense capabilities. 

EMPLOY GROWTH EFFECT ON POTATOES 

When Employ is applied in the tuber set stage, the 

plant responds by accelerating growth resulting in 

increased tuber cell division and development of 

larger tuber cells. In addition there is an increase in 

photosynthetic activity and nutrient movement within 

the plant. 

EMPLOY DISEASE SUPPRESSION 

While Employ should not be used alone as a disease 

control product, it can greatly improve plant 

resistance to disease, and/or it can used to 

compliment an existing disease control program. The 

plant response typically leads to a thickening of 

cuticle walls and increased levels of disease fighting 

properties within the plant. Employ has 

demonstrated suppression of Scab, Silver Scurf, 

Black Scurf, White Mold, and Rhizoctonia, as well as 

bacterial diseases. 

EMATODE SUPPRESSION

Employ offers a different mode of action for 

nematode suppression, interfering with the 

nematode lifecycle and reducing nematode eggs and 

juvenile populations as much as 60%.  

 

PERFORMANCE SUMMARY 

In multiple years of commercial and small plot trials 
replicated field trials, Harp-N-Tek based products have 
been shown to improve in-season plant growth and 
marketable yield of potatoes. Increases in yield 
typically exceeds 8%  

USE RATE:  Apply at 2 oz per acre.   

TIMING: Make the first application during tuber 

initiation (dime size tubers)  and 1-2 additional 

applications at 3-4 week intervals. 

APPLICATION METHOD: Employ can be foliar 

applied or through chemigation systems.  

 REGULATORY:  Excellent safety profile, easy to 

use, and not a restricted use material; REI is 4 

hours; PHI is 0 days. 

 Employ is exempt from EPA food tolerance  

For More Information and Product Support, Please 

Contact: 

 

 

 For more information contact Sym-Agro, Inc. 

(541)-607-5097 :: www.Sym-Agro.com  

Always read and follow label instructions 
before using this product. 

 ©2008  Plant Health Care, PHC® Employ are a registered trademarks of Plant Health Care, Inc., 

US Patents 5,002,603 - 5,085,682 - 5,691,275 - 5,981,775.  Other patents pending. 



The potato stress-defense response to Harpin helps 

increase the level of antioxidants and antibacterial 

properties of the tuber skin, resulting in better storing 

potatoes. The benefits are a reduction in post-

harvest disease and, more importantly, a reduction 

of storage loss due to normal respiration. Replicated 

storage trials resulted in storage-loss reductions as 

high as 62%. In many cases, the storage benefits 

alone will more than pay for the cost of the 

treatments. 

EMPLOY STRESS DEFENSE 

Employ helps pre-condition potatoes for an upcoming 

stress event, helping the plant's physiological process 

during high heat or water stress events. This improved 

stress defense helps maintain apical dominance and 

reduces the reset and brown center that can be 

caused by heat events. 

For more information contact Sym-Agro, Inc. 

(541)-607-5097 :: www.Sym-Agro.com  
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Employ In Season Applications Effect On Post 
Harvest Storage
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®
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Three Year Summary of 18 Locations 


